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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Harder et al. 

o 

(U.S. Patent No. 4,341,636). The reference discloses a system comprising a multimedia filtering 
means 107 (see col. 4, lines 36 and 44-46), a water softener 118 (see col. 5, lines 57 and 59-60), 
a carbon adsorption filter 122 (see col. 5, line 58), a mechanical vapor compression distillation 
unit 132 (see col. 8, lines 47-48), pipe means 42 connected to the distillation unit and a location 
121 subsequent to the carbon filter and prior to the distillation unit, which pipe means is 
inherently capable to transporting low-pressure steam and/or distilled water, and means 10 for 
withdrawing purified water from the system and storing it in tanks 127; and this is all that is 
required by claims 11-19. This reference further teaches a polishing water softener 124 (see col. 
7, line 48) "connected" to the distillation unit (i.e. via lines 42 and 9); and this is all that is 
further required by claim 20. Applicant should note that the intended use of a device (i.e. for 
manufacturing pharmaceutical water) is not a structural limitation, and hence cannot be relied 
upon to patentably distinguish apparatus claims. It is well settled that a recitation with respect to 
the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex 
parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 

Claims 1-10 are allowed because the references of record do not teach or fairly suggest 
manufacturing pharmaceutical water by removing hardness from chlorinated water in a water 
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softener, subjecting the softened water to dechlorination, distilling the dechlorinated water in a 
mechanical vapor compression distillation still where purified distilled water is produced and 
low-pressure steam is generated, passing a portion of the low-pressure steam to the recited 
location(s) to sanitize mechanical equipment components at the location(s), and withdrawing 
distilled water from the still and storing it as manufactured pharmaceutical water. 

Gsell (U.S. Patent No. 6,679,988) discloses a conventional process for manufacturing 
pharmaceutical water. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to I. Cintins whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 155. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Duane Smith, can be reached at (571) 272-1 166. 

The centralized facsimile number for the USPTO is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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